
 

Important Dates & 
Events 

May 4 Talent Show 6:30pm 

May 8 1st grade field trip 

May 8 Band & Orchestra  

Concert 6pm 

May 9 PTO Meeting 7p 

May 14-18 Spring Book Fair 

May 15  Early Dismissal -  
Professional Development— 
1:30p dismissal 

May 16 5th grade Camp  

Sloper Asset Day 

May 17 PTO Bingo Night 
6:30pm 

May 24 Kindergarten  

Orientation 

May 28 Memorial Day—No 
School 

May 31 Grade 2 field trip 

Strong Elementary School 

May 2018 
 

STEPS Asset of the Month 

May: Positive view of Personal Future 

Young person is optimistic about their personal future. 

We need YOUR expertise! Whether you are a nurse, mechanic, astronaut, custodian, business 
owner, or currently enjoying retirement- we need YOU! 
 

We are looking for a variety of people interested in talking to our students about their careers. 
Many of our students are unaware of the career opportunities available to them, and this is a fan-
tastic way to provide them with first hand knowledge of potential career paths. This is also a great 
way for you to get involved in SES and make an impact on the students’ futures. 
Please refer to the letter that was sent home for the specifics. If you are interested, 
please contact your child’s teacher. 
 

Strong Career day will be May 23rd!. 

 

 

Kindergarten - 

Emily Zebrowski 

Grade 1 - 

Brynn Marino 

Grade 2 - 

Diya Mahtaney 

Grade 3 - 

Gina Wanzcyk 

Grade 4 - 

Brian Gonzalez 

Grade 5 - 

Cameron Maia 

Blue Ticket Winners for May: 



Each year the Southington Board of Education, along with all the schools in 
the district, recognize and celebrate outstanding writers by holding a 
Young Author’s Celebration.  This celebration will be held at individual 
schools during the school day where writers will be recognized for their 
hard work and dedication.   During this time, students will read their pub-
lished pieces aloud to a small group of peers and adults. 

  

Strong School will be holding their Young Author’s Celebration on  
Wednesday, June 13th in each classroom.  In order to alleviate traffic con-
gestion and parking issues, the celebration has been divided into two time 
slots.  The schedule is as follows: 

 

Grades K, 1 & 2  1:45p-2:15p 

Grades 3, 4 & 5  2:30p-3:15p 

 

Please RSVP by email by May 31st to your child’s teacher if you are planning 
on attending this event. 

 

We look forward to sharing and celebrating the wonderful writers at 
Strong Elementary School. 

 

 

                                                      



   

 

TUE   

May 8 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Strong Spring Instrumental 

Concert 

 

Royal Blue Band & Or-
chestra T-Shirt, Black 
or Navy Blue Pants 
(optional skirts) 

  

   

From the Music Department 

Remaining Concerts for the  

2017-2018 School Year 

Spring Running Club has officially be-
gun, and with over 50 participants we 
are going STRONG. Mrs. Carey and 
Mrs. Lennon are excited about the 
students' enthusiasm and dedication 
to leading active lifestyles.  



 

Do you have or know someone who has a child who will be attending Kindergarten next 
year? 

 

Online registration for Kindergarten for the 2018-2019 school year is 
now open!! 

To Register: 
www.southingtonschools.org 

Click on Quick Links in upper left corner 

Click School Registration 

Under 2018-2019 School Year choose 

Students Entering Kindergarten in August 2018 

 

 

What should I bring to Strong School Office after online Registra-
tion?? 
Please be sure to bring with you:  

 Full Sized birth certificate 

 Lease agreement or mortgage statement 

 Utility bill 

 Parent/guardian picture ID 

 

To be eligible to enter Kindergarten in August 2018, a child must be 5 years of age on 
or before January 1, 2019. If your neighbors and friends have children starting 
school this year, please let them know about this important upcoming date! 

 

Save the Date: 

Kindergarten Orientation student and parent will be 
Thursday May 
24th.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Publishing Center is 
pleased to announce that the 
Strong Author of the Month 
for April is Leighann Melanson 
with her book, "The Leaf      
Sisters."  

Congratulations Leighann! 

 

 
BE IN THE KNOW!! 

Visit www.southingtonschools.org weekly for postings of new community 
events.  Be sure to check weekly to be up to date with local community 
events!!  

 

 



 

 

 
 

From the Health Office: 
 

 

Tick Awareness 
                                                                  (Information adapted from the CDC) 

 
While it is a good idea to take preventive measures against ticks year-round, be extra vigilant in warmer 
months (April-September) when ticks are most active. 

Avoid Direct Contact with Ticks 
Avoid wooded and brushy areas with high grass and leaf litter. 
Walk in the center of trails. 
Repel Ticks on Skin and Clothing (See CDC website. Link below.) 

Find and Remove Ticks from Your Body 
Bathe or shower as soon as possible after coming indoors (preferably within two hours) to wash off and 

more easily find ticks that are crawling on you. 
Conduct a full-body tick check using a hand-held or full-length mirror to view all parts of your body upon 

return from tick-infested areas. Parents should check their children for ticks thoroughly. 
Examine gear and pets. Ticks can ride into the home on clothing and pets, then attach to a person later, so 

carefully examine pets, coats, and day packs. 
Tumble dry clothes in a dryer on high heat for 10 minutes to kill ticks on dry clothing after you come in-

doors. If the clothes are damp, additional time may be needed. If the clothes require washing first, hot 
water is recommended. Cold and medium temperature water will not kill ticks effectively. If the clothes 
cannot be washed in hot water, tumble dry on low heat for 90 minutes or high heat for 60 minutes. The 
clothes should be warm and completely dry.        CDC 2018 

Full information from the CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/avoid/on_people.html 
CT DPH: http://www.portal.ct.gov/DPH/Infectious-Diseases/Tickborne/Prevent-Lyme-Disease 

 

   

Is your child sick or not going to be  

in school?? 

 

Please be sure to call the school nurse 

 or the main office at 860-628-3314 in 

 the morning to report their absence.   

 

 
 
 

REMINDER: 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/avoid/on_people.html
http://www.portal.ct.gov/DPH/Infectious-Diseases/Tickborne/Prevent-Lyme-Disease


 

More from the Health Office: 
 
 

Don’t Fry Day 
Slip, Slop, Slap, Wrap 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The National Council on Skin Cancer Prevention has declared the Friday before 
Memorial Day as "Don't Fry Day" to promote sun safety awareness. 

Slip, Slop, Slap, Wrap is the slogan to help remind you of four ways to protect 
yourself in the sun - Slip on a SHIRT, Slop on SUNSCREEN, Slap on a HAT, and 
Wrap on SUNGLASSES whenever you go outdoors. 
 Seek shade between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M., when the sun’s rays are strongest. 

 Apply sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF) of 30 or more that shields 
both UVA and UVB rays 

 Reapply sunscreen every two hours when outdoors, even on cloudy days. 

 Wear protective clothing, such as a long-sleeved shirt and pants and wide-
brimmed hat and sunglasses. 

 Stay in the shade whenever possible. 

 Use extra caution near reflective surfaces such as water, sand and snow; they 
can reflect and intensify the sun's damaging rays. 

Protect children by keeping them out of the sun, minimizing sun exposure, and 
applying sunscreen. 

   Avoid intentional tanning and tanning beds. 

 

To learn more about what you can do to protect yourself and your family from the 
sun, visit www.skincancerprevention.org. 



 

Get ready for the most wonderful time of 
the year!!! 

 

Field Day is coming... 

Save the Date: 

Tuesday, June 5, 2018 

 

Rain Dates: 

Wednesday, June 6, 2018 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

 

More information on volunteer opportuni-
ties will be available in May!! 

 

News from the 3rd Grade: 

 

Third Graders will be going on a field trip to the Discovery Museum on Friday, June 1st.  
The boys and girls will be “Rock Stars” as they attend a learning lab about the history of 
our planet and the rock cycle, then get to explore the museum’s many hands-on exhib-
its.  A BIG thanks to the PTO for funding our transportation and a portion of the admis-
sion cost.   



 

 
 
 
 
 

John F. Kennedy Middle School 
Upcoming Events 

 
In early May, all fifth grade students will meet with Ms. Stearns, the JFK incoming Grade 6 

School Counselor, for an orientation presentation at each of the elementary schools.  These 
will be student focused conversations.  

On May 16, the future JFK grade students will spend the day at Camp Sloper.  There will be 
team building activities, opportunities to meet students from the other elementary schools 
and a question and answer period with current Kennedy students. 

On May 11, all fifth grade students will visit JFK for a combined presentation and tour 
of the building.  During the tour, fifth graders will have the opportunity to ask 
questions of the Kennedy student tour guides. 

 
You can visit the school website at www.southingtonschools.org, click on “Kennedy Middle”, 
and then click on “Counseling Services” for more information regarding the 5th-6th grade 
transition process.   
 
Please contact the JFK Counseling Office (860-628-3275, x14006) with any questions. 
 
 

http://www.southingtonschools.org


PTO May Newsletter 
 
Goodbye April, Hello May!   
 
As we approach the last two months of school, the PTO is busy planning some fun events but are already 
starting to plan for next year.  Please note all the important reminders below and please pay special at-
tention to the ‘Volunteers Needed’ section.  
 
Important Reminders: 
 
Talent Show - Come support our 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students at this year’s performance. The evening 
performance will be held Friday, May 4th at 6:30pm in the cafeteria.  Tickets are $5 each and availa-
ble to purchase at the door. Concessions will also be available for purchase. Cash only. 
 
May PTO Meeting – Please join us for our last PTO meeting of the year!  We will be raffling off some 
goodies, voting on new PTO Board positions and enjoying light refreshments. Meeting will be held on May 
9th at 7pm in the library.  
Questions: Lauren Marino, lmarino.strongpto@gmail.com 
 
BINGO Night – Join us for a fun, family BINGO Night on Thursday, May 17th in the cafeteria. BINGO 
games will start promptly at 6:45pm. Please send in RSVPs no later than Friday, May 11th. Cost: $5 per 
person – max of $25 per family. The Book Fair will also be open from 6-6:30pm.  
Questions: Stephanie Staszewski, sstaszewskistrongpto@gmail.com 
 
Mother’s Day Surprise – Pre-purchased special surprises will be going home with students on Friday, May 
11th. Questions: Amy Cogswell, amy.mojica@cox.net 

 
Staff/Teacher Appreciation Week – The PTO has teamed up with Room Parents and volunteers to rec-
ognize and show our appreciation to all the staff and teachers at Strong School.  Staff/Teacher Appre-
ciation week will be held May 7th – May 11th – the theme for the week is “Movie Stars”.   
Questions: Leanne Kennedy, lkennedy.strongpto@gmail.com  

 
Spring Book Fair – The Scholastic Paws for Books Fair will take place May 14th – May 17th. The book fair 
is a reading event that brings the books kids want to read right into our school. It’s a wonderful selection 
of engaging and affordable books for every reading level.  Strong School PTO receives 55% of all sales at 
the book fair making this a great fundraiser for your children.  Volunteers are needed to help make book 
selections for their Wish Lists and find the books for purchase on buying days.  
 

Volunteer Sign Up Genius link: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0444AAA923A1FA7-scholastic2 
New This Year!  Use the link http://www.scholastic.com/bf/strongelementaryschool1 to shop Strong 
School Online Book Fair.  Also, use this link to set up your child's eWallet for book fair purchases.   

Please see the email that was sent home on May 1st for classroom preview and purchase days as well 
as the Sign Up Genius link. 

Questions: Kelly Flood, kelly7017@hotmail.com 

 
Box Top Contest – Get those Box Tops in!  This is the last Box Top contest for the school year. Box Tops 
are due no later than 5/18.  The classroom with the most will receive $50.  Please be sure to send 
them in in a zip lock bag or sealed envelope with the student and teachers name. February’s contest win-
ner was Mrs. Oshana’s class with 308 Box Tops.  We will receive a check for $198.70. 
Questions: Carrie Brunalli, carriebrunalli@gmail.com 

 
Plastic Bag Collection – The Southington Community Services is always in need of gently used plastic 
shopping bags. This is an ongoing collection and students can drop them off in the bin in the school foyer. 

mailto:lmarino.strongpto@gmail.com
mailto:sstaszewskistrongpto@gmail.com
mailto:amy.mojica@cox.net
mailto:lkennedy.strongpto@gmail.com
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QhRwKE_Nr6x2iJbvw99kvA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRcyfLEP0Q9aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaWdudXBnZW5pdXMuY29tL2dvLzEwQzA0NDRBQUE5MjNBMUZBNy1zY2hvbGFzdGljMlcHc2Nob29sbVgEAAAAAUIKAAJEv-haPCfTm1IXbGF1cmVubW1hcmlub0BnbWFpbC5jb20~
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Volunteers Needed for Next Year! 
 
*IMPORTANT*  

The PTO helps support students and staff here at Strong School.  The funds raised throughout the year help 
fund: busses for field trips, cultural arts, field day, Drama Club, Talent Show, Karate Club, family fun nights 
and much more.  The PTO is in danger of dissolving at the end of this school year because we currently do not 
have anyone to take over the Treasurer position on the Board for the 2018/2019 school year. Without a 
treasurer, the PTO cannot exist.  Our current treasurer has been in this position for the last few years and 
under our bylaws, she cannot continue for another year.  If you have any questions about the position, you can 
contact Stephanie. We need to have a full PTO Board in place for next year by the end of May or early June 
or PTO will need to dissolve as of July 1, 2018. 

 PTO Treasurer:  Responsible for all deposits,  withdrawals,  payments,  helping manage the budget and 
working with the Accountant to file taxes. Do not need to be an accountant, but do need to be able to balance 
a check book, be organized and comfortable with Excel. 

 Time commitment: approx. 4 hours a month 
Current Treasurer: Stephanie Staszewski, sstaszewski.strongpto@gmail.com 
 

There are also some other volunteer opportunities below. If you are interested or have questions, please 
reach out to the current coordinators. 

 “Splashed” Coordinator:  Works closely with the other coordinator and help place the dolphin yard 
signs in yards and pick-up. 

 Time commitment: varies on # of requests, approx. 2 hour a month (excluding winter) – time of day is 
flexible - day, evening or weekend. 
Current Coordinators: Stephanize Staszewski, sstaszewski.strongpto@gmail.com & Jen Kocse, 
jkosce.strongpto@gmail.com 

 

 Strong Cares Coordinator:  Assists with 3 food drives and adopt a family during Christmas.  

 Time commitment: every couple months, approximately 1 hour each food drive; 1 hour adopt a family. 
Current Coordinator: Cheryl Doonan, mdoonan@cox.net 

 

 Publishing Services:  Help our young authors “publish” their books that you’ve recently seen at confer-
ences.  

 Time commitment: Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30-11:30am. 
Current Coordinator: Carrie Brunalli, carriebrunalli@gmail.com 

 

 Special Events Coordinators:  Help plan and execute special events throughout the year,  family fun 
nights, Talent Show, Apple Harvest Parade, Ice Cream Social, Karate Club and more. 

 Time commitment – varies per event. 
Lauren Marino, lmarino.strongpto@gmail.com 

 

 Strong School Spirit Wear:  Organizes and promotes the sale of our spirit wear.  

 Time commitment – every couple months, approximately 3 hours each sale. 
Current Coordinator: Lauren Marino, lmarino.strongpto@gmail.com 

 
Thank you for your continuous support! 
Strong School PTO Board 
Lisa Gelada – Secretary, Lauren Marino – President, Steph Staszewski – Treasurer, Maritza Nadeau – VP 
Fundraising, Leanne Kennedy – VP Clubs & Activities, Kathleen Titsworth – VP Communications, Angelique Bilo-
deau & Jen Kocse - Ex-Officers 
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