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This handbook has been published and presented to you as a service under the auspices
of the Southington Board of Education. The aim and hope of our effort is a more informed
kindergarten parent. We sincerely hope the booklet proves to be of value.
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TIME SCHEDULES
Full-Day Kindergarten Time Schedules
Southington offers a full-day kindergarten program, which was implemented at the start of the
2013-2014 school year. The time schedule for kindergarten is as follows:

Early Schools and Hours:
Regular Day Hours

Early Dismissal

8:35 a.m. – 3:05 p.m.

Planned

Emergency

Flanders, Hatton,
Plantsville, South End,
Thalberg

8:35 am - 1:10 pm

8:35 am - 12:10 pm

Delayed Opening
Standard (2-hr)
10:35 am - 3:05 pm

Extended (3-hr)
11:35 am - 3:05 pm

Late Schools and Hours:
Regular Day Hours
8:55 a.m. – 3:25 p.m.
Derynoski, Kelley,
Strong

Early Dismissal
Planned

Emergency

8:55 am - 1:30 pm

8:55 am - 12:30 pm

Delayed Opening
Standard (2-hr)
10:55 am - 3:25 pm

Extended (3-hr)
11:55 am - 3:25 pm

Delayed Openings
If the opening of school is delayed, the Standard Delayed Opening will be two-hours. In
certain circumstances, an Extended Delayed Opening may be necessary. An Extended
Delayed Opening will be three-hours. With any delayed opening, there will be no morning
preschool.
Early Dismissal ~ Planned and Emergency
There is no change in the way Planned Early Dismissal days will be implemented. The hours
are noted in the chart above. In the event of an Emergency Early Dismissal due to
unanticipated circumstances (weather, power outage, etc.), the district will follow the times
indicated in the chart.
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KINDERGARTEN PHILOSOPHY
Our kindergarten program is designed to help each child reach their full potential in an
environment that is challenging and nurturing. We believe young children learn through active,
purposeful interactions with a wide variety of learning materials and activities, which develop
the growth of the whole child.
Kindergarten will provide an opportunity for all children to be successful learners and to foster
a healthy self-concept, a positive attitude towards school, and a firm foundation for learning.
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ABOUT OUR PROGRAM
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) provide a consistent, clear understanding of what
students are expected to learn, so teachers and parents know what they need to do to help them.
The national standards in English/Language Arts and Mathematics are designed to be robust
and relevant to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that young people need for
success in college and careers.

English Language Arts
What children should understand and be able to do:
Reading Standards ~ Literature/Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details
 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text
 Retell familiar stories ~ include key details
 Identify characters, settings, and major events in a story
 Identify main topic and retell
 Describe the connections between two individuals, ideas, events
Craft and Structure
 Ask and answer questions about unknown words in text
 Recognize common types of text (storybooks, poems)
 Name the author and illustrator and with support, define their role in telling the story
 Identify front and back of book and title
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
 With support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story
 With support, compare and contrast experiences of characters
 With support, identify reasons that the author gives to support points
 Identify differences and similarities between two texts, same topic
Range of Reading Level of Text Complexity
 Engage in group reading with purpose and understanding
Reading Standards ~ Foundational Skills
Print Concepts
 Follow words left to right, top to bottom, page by page
 Recognize spoken words that are represented in written language
 Understand words are separated by spaces in print
 Recognize and name all upper and lowercase letters

5

ABOUT OUR PROGRAM
Phonological Awareness
 Recognize and produce rhyming words
 Blend and segment syllables in spoken words
 Isolate and pronounce initial, middle, final vowel
sounds
Phonics and Word Recognition
 One-to-one, letter-sound correspondence
 Associate long and short sounds with common spelling for the five vowel sounds
 Read common high frequency words by site
 Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying differing sounds
Fluency
 Read emergent text with purpose and understanding

Writing
Text Types and Purposes
 Compose opinion pieces through dictating, drawing, and writing
 Compose explanatory text through dictating, drawing, and writing
 Draw, dictate, and write a single event and loosely connected events
Production and Distribution of Writing
 With support, respond to questions and suggestions in order to add detail
 Explore digital tools to produce writing
 With support, recall and gather information from sources to answer a question

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
 Participate in collaborative conversations
 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud by answering questions, request clarification
 Ask and answer questions to seek help
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
 Describe familiar places, things, and events
 Add drawings to descriptions
 Express thoughts and ideas clearly
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Language Standards
Conventions of Standard English
 Print upper and lower case letters
 Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs
 Form regular plural nouns
 Understand and use question words (who, what, where)
 Use the most frequent prepositions (from, in, out, by, with)
 Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities
Demonstrate the Command of the Conventions of Standard English Capitalization,
Punctuation, and Spelling
 Capitalize the first word in a sentence and
pronoun
 Recognize and name end punctuation
 Write a letter or letters for consonant and
vowel sounds
 Spell simple words phonetically
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
 Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown words based on Kindergarten
content reading
 Identify new meanings for familiar words
With support from adults:
 Sort common objects into categories (shapes, foods)
 Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by utilizing
opposites
 Identify real-life connections between words and their use
 Understanding shades of meaning among verbs (walk, march) by acting out
 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations and exposure to text
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ABOUT OUR PROGRAM
MATHEMATICS
What children should understand and be able to do:
Counting and Cardinality
Know number names and the count sequence
 Count to 100 by ones and tens
 Count forward beginning from a given number within the
known sequence (instead of having to begin at 1)
 Write numbers from 0 to 20
 Represent a number of objects with a written numeral 0-20 with 0 representing no
objects
Count to tell the number of objects
 Understand the relationship between numbers and quantities
 When counting, say the numbers in standard order, pairing each object with one number
name
 Understand the last number name said, tells the number of objects
 Understand that each successive number name refers to a quantity that is one larger
Compare Numbers
 Identify if the number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or equal to the
number of objects in another group
 Compare two numbers between 1 and 10 presented as written numerals
Operations and Algebraic Thinking
Understand addition as putting together and adding to and understanding subtraction as taking
apart and taking from
 Represent addition and subtraction with objects, fingers, mental math, images,
drawings, sounds, etc.
 Solve addition and subtraction word problems within 10
 Decompose numbers less than 10 into pairs in more than one way (5 = 2 + 3; 5 = 4 + 1)
 For numbers 1 to 9, find the number that makes 10
 Fluently add and subtract within 5
Number and Operations in Base Ten
Work with numbers 11-19 to gain foundations for place value
Compose and decompose numbers from 11-19 into ten ones and further ones, using objects or
drawings

8

ABOUT OUR PROGRAM
Measurement and Data
Describe and compare measureable attributes
 Describe measureable attributes of objects, such as length or weight
 Directly compare two objects with a measureable attribute in common, to see which
object has more or less of an attribute (example compare height of children to describer,
shorter or taller)
Classify objects and count the number of objects in each category
 Classify objects into given categories; count the number of objects in each category and
sort the categories by count
Geometry
Identify and describe shapes
 Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes and
describe the relative position of the objects using the terms such
as above, in front of, next to
 Correctly name shapes regardless of their orientation or overall
size
 Identify shapes as two dimensional (flat) or three dimensional (solid)
Analyze, compare, create, and compose shapes
 Compare and analyze two and three dimensional shapes
 Model shapes in the world by building shapes from components and drawing shapes
 Compose simple shapes to larger shapes (use two triangles to create a rectangle)

SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE, AND HEALTH
During the past four or five years of life, the kindergartner has
accumulated a great deal of knowledge through actual experiences
and media. Our program will be concerned with helping them to
organize, classify, and clarify this information so that it is more
meaningful and so that they will have a better understanding of
their world. The child will have opportunities to expand these
concepts through the use of our dramatic play and block areas. It
is here that the child will have the chance to assume roles, to
identify themselves with the world of people through dramatic play, and to work with other
children in small groups as they combine their knowledge and develop language while
communicating informally.
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ABOUT OUR PROGRAM
Our program includes the children and their relationship to their families, neighborhood, and
school. We will study historical events and community customs through our many holidays.
Other areas that we will study include transportation, farms, and zoos. Some health topics
include personal safety, human feelings and relationships, drug use
awareness and prevention, nutrition, and decision-making. Science
activities are taught with a hands-on, inquiry approach. Some
science units we will explore include non-living and living things
including plants and animals, natural and manmade products,
properties of matter, weather, and seasons.

SPECIAL AREAS
Special area art, music, and physical education teachers each work with kindergarten classes
once a week for a period of one half hour. Note: If Southington Schools moves to a Full-Day
Kinderga rten program, the special areas will increase to 40-minutes per week.
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PARENTS CAN HELP
Below are some suggestions on how you can help your child at home. Please read the
pamphlet “Getting Your Child Ready for Kindergarten” from the Connecticut State
Department of Education. Additional information can be found on the state Website,
www.sde.ct.gov under the Parent and Community tab.

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS

Read to your child daily. This should be a warm,
friendly experience. Discuss together the books you have read.

Make certain that your child has books available,
which he/she can handle and look at independently. Trips to
the library are an excellent experience.
 Have meaningful conversations with your child. Encourage your child to speak in complete
sentences rather than one-word answers.
 Encourage your child to listen and follow directions. Play games with them that require
concentration. Limit time spent on electronics. This impacts language development, creative
thinking, social interaction, and problem solving.
 Encourage your child to notice their environment.
discovery.

Let them experience the thrill of

 Encourage your child to experiment and try new things. Help them learn to appreciate and
accept their mistakes and learning experiences. Finding out things for themselves is one of
the most effective ways of learning.
 Use daily experiences (car rides, shopping trips, cleaning, etc.) to stimulate an awareness of
the environment. These experiences also support observational skills.
 Encourage your child to become a problem solver/decision maker. This will build a
foundation that allows them to think through a problem. Don’t always give solutions.
 If you want your child to be a good listener and to listen to others, always listen intently to
what they have to say.
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 Encourage your child to experiment and express themselves
in their artwork. Use plain pieces of paper or materials, which
they can improvise with rather than commercially prepared
coloring books, molds, or ‘do-it-by number’ activities. These
may give finished results in a hurry but they will not allow your
child to develop their own skills or to express themselves in their
work.
 If your child does not pronounce all of the letters of the alphabet correctly when speaking,
remember that it is quite normal in speech development to pronounce them this way. Many
of the sounds will not be pronounced correctly until the child is seven years old.
 Routines and consistency in a child’s day help to support
the expectations of school. Adequate sleep and a healthy
diet enhance the well-being of a child’s day.
 As you work with your child at home, lead your child into
activities naturally, making learning pleasant. Keep the
approach fun-filled and enjoyable. You want your child
to learn as much as possible. Do not make the learning
situation an exhausting one.
 Most importantly, let your child be a child. They will have the opportunity only once.
Encourage and work with them at home as they show an interest in certain areas.
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TEAMWORK

PARENT-TEACHER RELATIONSHIP
 Talk to your child about his/her day.
 Show your child you are happy about all the new things he/she is learning to do by displaying
his/her artwork or special projects at home.
 Share your ideas or concerns about the children’s activities with the teacher.
 Tell us how we can help you with your child. You are encouraged to request a conference at
any time.
 Encourage your child to dress and feed him/herself. Invite your child to help you at home
(i.e. cooking, setting the table etc.).
 Attend scheduled parent meetings and conferences.
 Join us for field trips or special activities.
 Share your culture, ethnic background, and profession with us. There can be opportunities
to become involved in your child’s classroom.
 Send your child to school dressed in clothing with buttons, snaps, zippers, etc. that they can
manipulate so they are able to use the lavatory independently.
 Only nutritious foods should be sent to school for snack time.
 Parents must plan to bring and pick up kindergartners the first day of school as no bus service
is provided.
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STUDENT
REGISTRATION
PROCESS

Southington Board of Education
Registration Office
200 North Main Street
Southington, Connecticut 06489
Phone (860) 628-3204 Fax (860) 628-3205

STUDENT REGISTRATION PROCESS

It’s all online!
We are excited that Southington offers online registration, which will be
available to you on February 26, 2018.
The procedures will be as follows:

1.
2.
3.

4.

Go to the Southington Public Schools website at:
www.southingtonschools.org
Click on the “School Registration” tab.
You will be provided with a link that brings you directly to InfoSnap
Online Registration. Once you complete the process, you will be
notified that you’re registration is not complete until you meet with
the school or district registrar for verification. All families must
complete the registration process online prior to attending the
Kindergarten Registration Session at their assigned school.
Exception: Families without computers will have access to a laptop
at their assigned school the day of registration. We recommend that
you contact your school in advance.

Please contact Teresa Colegrove, District Registrar, with any questions or
concerns pertaining to the online program at 860-628-3204.
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Southington Board of Education
Registration Office
200 North Main Street
Southington, Connecticut 06489
Phone (860) 628-3204 Fax (860) 628-3205

Required Documents
Parents/Guardians must verify residence in the Town of Southington, in person, at the
Registration Office. The exception is parents/guardians of incoming kindergarteners.
Kindergarten parents will be registering and submitting proof of residency at the districted
school their child will be attending.
Currently enrolled students, who moved within town and need to change their address, must
change their address at the Registration Office ~ even if the school district is not affected.
In order to complete the registration and residency verification, you will need the following:
1.

A full size birth certificate (not a wallet size) for all students born in the United States.
Students born outside of the United States need to present a passport/visa or green card.
Foreign birth certificates will need to be translated.

2.

Court issued guardianship documentation issued by the State of Connecticut if the parent
of the child is not the legal guardian.

3.

a. Homeowners must present one of the following: a current mortgage
statement/bill, a copy of the Southington home property tax statement, or the
title page of the current homeowner’s insurance policy.
b. Renters must present a current rental, lease agreement, or notarized letter from
landlord or owner acknowledging the parent/guardian’s and student’s residence.

4.

In addition, you must bring at least one current utility bill (electricity, gas, or phone).

5.

If the student and the parent/guardian are living in a dwelling that is rented or owned and
occupied by another person, a Certificate of Residence and affidavits will be filled out by
the person with whom the family and student reside. The owner of the property will also
be responsible for providing the district with the above documentation. Certificate of
Residency forms will be available at the time of registration. Verification visit by
Residency Officer may be required prior to the student beginning school.

*Verification of residency must be completed before the student will be admitted to
any Southington Public School.
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