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• 

Southington Board of Education 

Southington, Connecticut 

Regular Meeting 

November 9, 2017 

• 
The regular meeting of the Southington Board of Education was held on Thursday, November 9, 
2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the John Weichsel Municipal Center Public Assembly Room, 200 North Main 
Street, Southington, Connecticut. 

1. CALL TO ORDER BY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Timothy 
Connell an. Board members present were Mr. Joseph Baczewski, Mr. Robert Brown, Mrs. Terri 
Carmody, Mrs. Colleen Clark, Mr. David Derynoski, Mr. Brian Goralski, Mr. Zaya Oshana, and 
Mrs. Patricia Queen. Absent was Ms. Lisa Cammuso. 

Present from the administration were Mr. Timothy Connell an, Superintendent of Schools; 
Mr. Steven Madancy, Assistant Superintendent; Mrs. Sherri DiNello, Director of Business and 
Finance; Mr. Peter Romano, Director of Operations; and Ms. Margaret Walsh, Director of Special 
Services. 

Student Representatives present were Bianca Spataro and Sean Young. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The children ofMr. Baczewski led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. SWEARING IN OF BOARD MEMBERS BY TOWN CLERK 

Mr. Connellan turned the meeting over to Ms. Kathy Larkin, Town Clerk. Board members 
were sworn in by Ms. Larkin. 

4. ELECTION OF BOARD OFFICERS 

Mr. Connell an congratulated all the Board Members and called for nominations for the 
Chairperson of the Board of Education. Mrs. Carmody stated that is was her great pleasure to 
nominate Mr. Brian Goralski as the Chairperson of the Board of Education. Mr. Connellan asked if 
there were any other nominations for the position of Board of Education Chairperson, and Mr. 
Derynoski nominated Mr. Zaya Oshana. 

Members were directed to state the name of their nominee of choice when their name is 
called. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE: 
In favor of Mr. Goralski - Mrs. Terri Carmody, Mrs. Colleen Clark, Mrs. Patricia Queen, Mr. 
Joseph Baczewski, and Mr. Brian Goralski 
In favor of Mr. Oshana - Mr. Robert Brown, Mr. David Derynoski, Mr. Zaya Oshana. 
Mr. Goralski was elected Chairperson of the Board with the majority vote of 5-3. 

Mr. Goralski asked for nominations for the position of Vice Chairperson. Mrs. Clark stated 
that it was her pleasure to nominate Mrs. Terri Carmody as the Vice Chairperson. Mr. Goralski 
asked ifthere were any other nominations for the position of Board of Education Vice Chairperson, 
and there were no other nominees. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES - Mr. Baczewski , Mr. Robert Brown, Mrs. Colleen Clark, Mr. David 
Derynoski, Mr. Zaya Oshana, Mrs. Patricia Queen, Mr. Brian Goralski, and Mrs. Terri Carmody. 
Mrs. Carmody was unanimously elected Vice Chairperson of the Board. 

Mr. Goralski asked for nominations for the position of Secretary. Mrs. Queen nominated 
Mrs. Clark for the position of Secretary. Mr. Goralski asked if there were any other nominations for 
the position of Board of Education Secretary, and there were no other nominees. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES - Mr. Baczewski, Mr. Robert Brown, Mrs. Terri Carmody, Mr. David 
Derynoski, Mr. Zaya Oshana, Mrs. Patricia Queen, Mr. Brian Goralski, and Mrs. Colleen Clark. 
Mrs. Clark was unanimously elected Secretary of the Board. 

Mr. Goralski congratulated his returning peers and welcomed the two newly elected Board of 
Education Members. As a group they will to continue to work together and promise to do the best 
they can on behalf of all students and families in the Southington community. 

Mr. Goralski began the process of naming the committees and reminded the Board of 
Education to address the chairperson and copy him with any correspondence pertaining to specific 
areas. With two new Board of Education Members, the committees will be confirmed at the 
December meeting; however, the chairperson of each committee was named. 

• Policy and Personnel - Patricia Queen, Chairperson; other members to be determined 
• Finance Committee - Colleen Clark, Chairperson; other members to be detennined 
• Curriculum and Instruction - Terri Carmody, Chairperson; other members to be 

determined 
• Parliamentarian - Timothy Connell an 
• CREC - TBD 
• Self-Insurance - Colleen Clark, Zaya Oshana, Patricia Queen, Sherri DiNello (ex-

officio) 
• SEED - Terri Cannody 
• Facility Advisory Committee - TBD 
• Southington High School Business Advisory Committee - TBD 
• CABE Board of Education Representative - TBD 
• Southington High School Manufacturing/Technology Representative - TBD 
• Middle School Sports Association Committee - Patricia Queen, Zaya Oshana 
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Mr. Goralski requested a moment of silence for Delores Melizia and Lucille Felt. Delores was a 
crossing guard who retired in 2012 and Lucille was an elementary teacher who retired in 1990. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - October 26, 2017 

MOTION: by Mr. Goralski, seconded by 

"Move to approve the minutes of the Regular Board of Education meeting of October 26, 
2017." 

Motion carried with seven votes in favor and one abstention. 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications from the Audience 

b. Communications from the Board 

The Board members reported on the following: 
• Mr. Brown shared a statement from Lisa Cammuso who apologized for not being able to 

attend the meeting as she was overseas. He also congratulated the Board Members and 
stated he looked forward to working together. 

• Mrs. Queen shared that while campaigning, she received positive responses about the 
school district. The only critique included parents and grandparents who have trouble 
helping their children/grandchildren with their math assignments. 

• Mr. Oshana was appreciative of the nomination and thanked the community for their 
support. He attended the Veterans Day Concert and was given patches fi·om Steve 
Pintarich to give to each of the Board Members. 

• Mr. Derynoski reported that they had their first technology advisory meeting. The 
schedule is rather aggressive and they will work with more community leaders 
throughout the school year. 

• Mr. Baczewski thanked community, his wife, Cindy, and his children, Ziggy and Hannah, 
for their support. 

c. Communications from the Administration 

Mr. Connellan recognized Mrs. Kimberly Hunt, Personnel Manager, who was in the 
audience. Mrs. Hunt recently announced her retirement and he wanted to publically thank her for 
her years of service and acknowledge his appreciation for her work throughout the years. The Board 
also thanked her and stated their appreciation for her work and professionalism. 

1. Election Day - Report on Professional Development Activities - Improving 
Professional Practice by Supporting Teachers and Staff: Mr. Madancy reported that the staff 
professional development went very well and they received positive feedback. The morning 
session was building-based and was devoted to teachers collaborating and using the 
instructional team model. This allowed them to select areas of focus that they felt would 
help them with student outcome and gave them the time to target, focus, and 
collaborate. The afternoon session included the elementary staff working with the 
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coordinators of Language Arts, Math, and Science; the secondary staff were trained by 
Christina Silmns, Director of Youth Services, in the current trends and signs of substance 
abuse. The session was coordinated by Mrs. Simms and was time well spent. Lastly, 
Rebecca Savelkoul, Instructional Technology Coordinator, worked with tlle special education 
staff and support staff and introduced them to Skype for Business. This will enable staff to 
collaborate virtually. Mr. Madancy recognized the Professional Development and Evaluation 
Committee for their work in organizing the professional development sessions. 

2. Paperless Efficiency - Electronic Report Cards for All Schools - Implementation: Mr. 
Connell an stated that, in an effort to strive to be paperless, all report cards will be sent 
electronically. The district piloted paperless report cards last year and it was well-received. 
In the event a family does not have email or would like a paper copy, Mr. Connell an 
confirmed that they will accommodate the requests. This process is much more efficient 
and will save the district money in postage and time for staff. 

3. Electricity Efficiency and Savings - LED Bulb Replacement Plan: Mr. Connell an 
distributed a memo re LED Replacement for Fluorescent bulbs. He acknowledged the hard 
work ofMr. Romano who coordinated the efforts and the significant cost savings to the 
district because of his work. Southington Public School ' s staff will be doing the 
installation. 

d. Communications from Student Board Representatives 

Sean Young reported on thefollowing: 
• PTO meeting was Monday, November 6, 2017. 
• This was a three day week for students. November 7 was Election Day and 

November 10 is Veterans Day. 
• They had the annual Veterans Day concert in the auditOlium at the high school 
• Mr. Connell an and Mr. Stranieri are going to accompany Ms. Patten at the Bushnell 

to celebrate her being recognized as Teacher of the Year. 
• Parent-Teacher conferences were also scheduled for November 16 and there is an 

early dismissal for students. 

Bianca Spataro reported on the following: 
• SBAC is scheduled for students. 
• Homecoming Dance is scheduled for November 17, 2017 and they will name the 

King and Queen, as well as, the Prince and Princess. 
• Thanksgiving Day Football Game is scheduled for November 23, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. 

in Cheshire. 
• November 20,2017 is the ... Luncheon. This is an opportunity for high school 

students to share some infonnation about high school with middle school students. 
• November 22,2017 is the annual Powder Puff Football game against New Britain. 

7. REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

a. Personnel Report 

MOTION: by Mrs. Carmody, seconded by Mrs. Clark: 
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"Move to approve the Personnel Report as submitted." 

Motion was carried by voice vote with unanimously. 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Town Government Communications 

Mr. Goralski stated that the chairperson from the different town cOlmnittees will be meeting 
monthly. The goal is to keep the communication open with all town leaders and will include 
the Town Manager and the Superintendent of Schools. 

b. Budget 2017-2018 
Mrs. DiNello gave a brief update now that the state budget is passed. She reviewed the 

numbers submitted in the packet. There was some discussion about the appropriation. Mr. Goralski 
asked for a consensus from the Board to have Mrs. DiNello draft a letter for him to sign and they 
will send to the Board of Finance and Town Council to request an appropriation. This will be a 
recurring item on future Board of Education agendas. 

MOTION: by Mrs. Carmody, seconded by Mr. Derynoski: 

"Move that the Board request an appropriation for the Board of Finance and Town 
Council in the amount of $6,898,970." 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Technology Presentation 
Mr. Jamie Olander, Director of Technology, updated the Board from the last presentation 

(Attaclnnent A) and shared the accomplislnnents. Following his presentation, there was some 
discussion about setting-up the district to be a one-to-one district. Mr. Olander will continue to 
update the Board on the status ofthe infrastructure and the cost associated with reaching full 
capacity. 

Mr. Goralski moved Agenda Item b., Approval of Out of State/Overnight Field Trip, to 
be next on the agenda. 

b. Approval of Out of State/Overnight Field Trip 
Agriculture Science and Teclnl010gy teacher, Ms. Jennifer Shields, requested that the Board 

approve their request to attend the National Future Farmers of America (FFA) Convention in Indiana 
from October 23-27, 2018. 

MOTION: by Mrs. Carmody, seconded by Mr. Derynoski 
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"Move that the Board of Education approve the field trip request for the Agriculture 
Science and Technology FFA group to attend the annual FFA Convention in Indiana as 
presented by the administration." 

Motion was carried unanimously by voice vote. 

c. Capital Improvement Plan 2018-19 to 2022-23 - First Reading 
Mrs. DiNello shared that Mrs. Jennifer Mellitt, Purchasing Agent, and Mr. Romano worked 

together on the Capital Improvement Plan. The plan is a first read and Board Members are 
welcome to contact Mrs. DiNello prior to the next meeting to address any additional infonnation or 
to answer questions. 

d. Policy Approval- Policy #1230, Booster Clubs - First Reading 
Mrs. Queen mentioned this policy during her Committee report at the last Board of 

Education meeting. This is the draft of that policy. If any Board Members have questions pertaining 
to this Policy, they should contact Mrs. Queen prior to the next meeting. 

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS: STUDENT MATTERS, UPSEU OT/PT 
CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, AFSCME CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, AND 
PERSONNEL MATTERS 

MOTION: by Mr. Derynoski , seconded by Mr. Oshana: 

"Move that the Board go into Executive Session, excluding the public and the press, for 
the purpose of discussions related to contracts and student matters, and upon conclusion 
reconvene to public session to complete the agenda." 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

Submitted by, 

?ltiddteP~ 

Recording Secretary 

Mr. Brian Goralski, Board Chairperson, called the Executive Session to order at 8:20 p.m. 

Members Present: Mr. Joseph Baczewski, Mr. Robert Brown, Mrs. Terri Cannody, Mrs. Colleen 
Clark, Mr. David Derynoski , Mrs. Patricia Queen, Mr. Zaya Oshana and Mr. Brian Goralski. 

Administration Present: Mr. Timothy Connell an, Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Steven Madancy, 
Assistant Superintendent of Schools, and Mrs. Sheni DiNello, Director of Business and Finance. 

The board reconvened public session at 9:35 p.m. 

11. RECONVENE MEETING - REGULAR SESSION 
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MOTION: by Mr. Oshana, seconded by Mr. Derynoski: 

"Move to add item 11a student expulsion to the agenda." 

Motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION: by Mr. Oshana, seconded by Mr. Brown: 

"Move to add item 11b student expulsion to the agenda." 

Motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION: Mrs. Carmody, seconded byMr. Oshana 

"Move to expel Student 2017-2018 01 as stipulated by the Superintendent." 

Motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION: by Mrs. Carmody, seconded by Mr. Baczewski: 

"Move to expel Student 2017-2018 02 as stipulated by the Superintendent." 

Motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION: by Mr. Baczewski, seconded by Mr. Oshana: 

"Move to adjourn." 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

The Board adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 

Respectful! y submi !ted, 

~~C?~ 
Colleen Clark, Secretary 
Southington Board of Education 
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