BOARD OF EDUCATION

Southington, Connecticut

2016 - GRADES 5 AND 6 SCHOOL SPELLING BEE RULES SHEET

Beemaster:
The Beemaster should be familiar with the rules and procedures of the Spelling Bee.  The 

Beemaster should know the definition of the words to be used in the Bee and the Beemaster should use each in a sentence that clarifies the meaning of the word.

1.
The Beemaster will pronounce the word, use it in a sentence, and pronounce the word again.

2.
The decision of the judges shall be final in all questions. 

3.
Each contestant is to pronounce the word given by the Beemaster, spell it, and then pronounce it again.

4.
The contestant is not allowed to change the spelling of a word after he/she pronounces it for the final 

time.  However, he/she may change the spelling before he/she pronounces it for the final time.

5.
A contestant is eliminated from the competition when she or he misspells and gives final pronunciation

to a word.  The next and succeeding contestant shall be given a different word to spell.

6.
When the contestants are reduced to two, the elimination procedures are changed.  At that point, when

one contestant misspells a word, the other contestant shall be given the opportunity to spell the word.  If the second contestant spells the word correctly, plus the next word on the Beemaster’s list, then the second contestant shall be declared the winner. If both misspell the same word, both shall continue in the contest, and the contestant who first misspelled the word shall be given a new word to spell.

7.
The contestant may ask the Beemaster to re-pronounce the word, to define the word, or to use the word 

in a sentence.

8.
The Beemaster shall grant the requests of the contestant until the judges agree the word has been made 

reasonably clear.

9.
Judges may disqualify any contestant who ignores a request to start spelling.

10.
Webster’s New World Dictionary (college Edition) shall serve as the final authority for the spelling of 

words.

11.
Any question relating to the spelling of a word should be referred to the judges immediately.  The 

deadline for making protest is before the contestant affected would have received his/her next word had he/she stayed in the contest.

12.
When only two spellers remain, protest must be made immediately.  It must be made before the second 

remaining speller has started to spell the word, or, before the correct spelling is given by the Beemaster.

13.
The words for the Spelling Bee shall be taken from selected lists made available to the Beemaster.  There will be “easy” words for warm-up, words from the Record-Journal list that have been available to all contestants, and words from lists not seen by the contestants.  The Beemaster will use a sequence of words from a list for each complete round.

