
Students of the Month 

 

Congratulations to the following students 
who were named as Students of the 
Month for their Teams.  They have truly 

demonstrated “Patriot Pride” – Pride in 
Themselves, Pride in Each Other, and 

Pride in their School! 

 

Grade 6 

Blue:  Emerson Fortin 

Silver:    Ethan Hoffman 

Yellow:   Julia Parmelee  

 

Grade 7  

Gold:    May Parzych 

Green:    Olivia Korczak 

White:   Alexandra Corona 

 

Grade 8  

Purple:  Elia Butrimas 

Red:   Ryan DellaFera 

Orange:  Giselle Torres 

 

Unified Arts 

Grade 6: Emily Bafuma  

Grade 7: Cameron Moon 

Grade 8: Joseph Sabino 

February 2020 

 

 

 

Weather Cancellations 
 

Southington Public Schools posts school cancellations 
on our website.  Go to www.southingtonschools.org and 
it will appear as a pop-up on your screen.    

 

If school is dismissed early (after the school day has 
begun) due to weather, a phone call and email will be 
generated through our School Messenger system and 
sent to you.  Email addresses are collected at the 
beginning of each year with the demographic update 
form.  If you change your email address or phone 
number, please notify the office.  Please try to have a 
strategy in place in the event an early dismissal is 
called. 

 

When school is cancelled, unless otherwise indicated, 
all scheduled activities and meetings will be cancelled.  
If an Emergency Early Dismissal is implemented, all 
after-school and evening activities and meetings will be 
cancelled.  The school buildings will be closed as soon 
as all YMCA after school students are picked up.  For 

the safety of the children and staff, the YMCA has 
asked that families pick up children as soon as 
possible. 

 

Refer to the “SPS Winter Advisory” which is posted 
on the district website for more information. 

 

Cancellations are also posted on all major news 
channels and several radio stations.   

http://www.southingtonschools.org


 

Save The Date 
The Kennedy and DePaolo Middle 
School Drama Club will present this 
year’s production of School of Rock 
at Kennedy Middle School on April 2, 
3, 4, 8, & 9.     

Based on the film of the same name, 
School of Rock—The Musical tells 
the story of wannabe rock star Dewey 
Finn, who poses as a substitute 

teacher at a prestigious elite prep school. When he discovers his students' musical talents, he enlists them to 
form a rock group and conquer the Battle of the Bands. 

 

 

             

From the Nurse’s Desk 
 

Students Entering 7th grade Fall 2020: 

Southington Board of Education policy requires each 
pupil to have a health examination during grade 6 to be 
completed by entry into grade 7.  The physical exam 
must be done on or after September 1, 2019 and before 
the first day of the next school year.   
 

The physical exam must be submitted on the State of 
Connecticut Health Assessment Record.  The physical 
form may be downloaded off the Southington Public 
Schools website: Departments -> Health Services -> 
Health Forms. Parents/ guardians must fill out and sign 

the front page and the physician will complete, stamp, and sign the back of the 
form. 
 

Cell Phones and other Electronic Devices 

 

Students may bring a cell phone or other 
electronic devices to school, however, they must 
be turned OFF during the school day, unless 

allowed by a teacher.  If not, the device may be taken 
from the student and delivered to the main office.  If a 
device is taken more than once from a student, it will 
only be released to the student’s parent. 

Thank you for your support of this policy so that we may 
assure uninterrupted education. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjX_6eqwMzKAhUCHB4KHYUoB0IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/cell-phone-clip-art-black-and-white&psig=AFQjCNGn8aT6NqliqajdYxb0gstpXrJzdg&ust=145407034776


 

 Multicultural Diversity Club 

 

The month of February is 

dedicated as Black History 

month to commemorate the 

triumphs and struggles of 

African Americans throughout 

our nation. Here at DePaolo 

Middle school, our Multicultural 

Diversity Club is working 

towards empowering students and teachers about positive role models. We are striving to 

eradicate in our school and community negative past ideologies, prejudices, racial discrimination, 

despair and  privilege because of the color of one’s skin. The DePaolo Multicultural Diversity Club 

is built on equity for all; we are a strong diverse club confronting racial biases that hinders unity.  

Black History month is an annual celebration of achievements of African Americans throughout our 

history including customs such as music, art, clothing, food, dance, language, religion, politics and 

folklore. The desire is to give a voice to those unnamed individuals who made it possible for each 

person today to be successful! 

In the past, African Americans who strongly felt education was the greatest opportunity to escape 

the indignities they suffered  looked to men like Booker T. Washington, George Washington 

Carver, and the Harvard-trained historian and sociologist  W.E.B. Du Bois and Marcus Garvey, 

who became a leading voice in the black community and transformed the minds of many future 

trailblazers. Some of these trailblazers were Jackie Robinson, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr, 

Malcolm X, Shirley Chisholm, Jesse Jackson, Oprah Winfrey, Colin Powell, and Barack Obama. 

Here at DePaolo Middle School, the multicultural  Diversity club is ensuring ongoing efforts beyond 
the month of February encouraging its  students and teachers to deal with real-world issues that 
affect people of color and engaging in conversations that are beneficial in building positive 
identities and educational equity awareness. 



 

 

Absences 

Reminder! Please call the MAIN 
OFFICE at 628-3260 (Attendance) 
when you are calling your child out 
ill.  Do not call the Nurse’s Office or 
the message may not be received in 
sufficient time to record the absence.  
Also, please notify the office directly 
when you know your child will be out 
in advance. 

Work Requests 

We appreciate you emailing or calling 
to make arrangements for missing 
school work.  Every effort will be made 
to supply your child with work that 
they have missed due to an illness, 
an appointment or a family trip.  
Any request for missed 
homework/assignments will be 
processed in a 24 hour period 
from the time the email  was 
received.  Remember, the 
Homework Hotline is also 
always available! 

Cafeteria Showcase 

Please stop by and check out our 
showcase for student work located in 
the cafeteria.  Each month we will 
feature a different team and display 
student work.  This month, the Green 
team will be highlighted. 

Youth Services 
 
“Prescription Drug Abuse in Teens and Young 
Adults: What Every Parent Should Know” is 
the next topic of Southington Youth Services’ 
Parent Information Series.  
 

Learn the facts 
about 
prescription 
drug abuse in 
teens and young 
adults. We will 
explore the signs 
and symptoms 
of prescription 

drug abuse, how it occurs in our community 
and how to talk to your children about 
prescription drug abuse. Drug abuse does not 
discriminate but together we can make a 
difference. 
 
Join Michelle Brennan RPh a local resident 
and CVS pharmacist with 25 years of 
experience to learn about the dangers of 
prescription drug abuse. Michelle is the 
parent of 3 teenaged children and knows first 
hand the pressures placed on young adults 

and their parents regarding school and 
substance abuse. 
 

This program will take place on Thursday 

February 20th, 2020 from 7-8:30pm. All 

programs are only available to 

Southington residents, and are held at 

the offices of Southington Youth 

Services, 196 North Main Street. 

Admission is free. Space is limited! 

Please call (860)276-6282 to register 

or for more 

STEPS - ABC’s 

(Asset Building Classrooms) 

 

February’s Asset will focus on:  

Interpersonal Competence:  

Young person has empathy, 

sensitivity, and friendship skills.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsouthingtonobserver.com%2F2019%2F04%2F26%2Fyouth-services-announces-summer-volunteer-opportunities%2F&psig=AOvVaw2F_g1S7DblFgh3pSEz5E7m&ust=1580912154436000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDB_fGKu


    
 

PTO NEWS 
  
The winter spiritwear flyers have been distributed and are due back by February 
12

th
. This is your last opportunity this school year to purchase DePaolo Fan Gear! 

 
Clip Box Tops from participating products, and then drop them into 

our Box Tops bins located in the school office & library. DePaolo 

PTO earns 10¢ for each box top and we earned over $1000 for our 

school last year. Our Fall submission brought in earnings of over 

$500! Our next submission will be in March so keep clipping those Box Tops! 

The DePaolo PTO Executive Board are seeking a volunteer to fill the Treasurer 
position from June 2020 through June 2021. While we each have a specific role/title, 
the DePaolo PTO tends to work more as a team. However, the Treasurer position 
does have some specific duties. Feel free to email us at jadptoinfo@gmail.com for 
more information. 
 
 

Computers with Mrs. Carey             

 

In Mrs. Carey’s Computer class, for the month of February each grade level is focusing on a 
variety of topics relating to Google Applications and the use of Mac Computers.  

Grade 6: Students will spend the month of February focusing on the topic of Digital 
Citizenship. Grade 6 students will complete a variety of activities pertaining to Internet safety, 
understanding safe searches, and creating their own Digital Footprints for the future. We will use 
a variety of Google Applications, such as Google Drawing and Google Docs to complete our 
assignments.   

Grade 7: Students will spend February working on a collaborative presentation entitled 
“How Technology Has Changed” Using Google Slides and a variety of interactive 
applications, students will research a specific product and show how their applications have 
changed over the course of the century or decade. Through their findings, students will 
complete an oral presentation to their peers.  

Grade 8: Students are beginning to explore careers, which 
correlates with them choosing their high school courses and 
what path they would like to travel after middle school. 
Grade 8 students will play “The Game of Life” which will 

allow them to try to survive off of minimum wage through 
a variety of scenarios. Students will use Google Sheets to 

budget and balance a checkbook, create graphs and charts to visually see 
the differences in salaries, and Google Docs to complete a research 

paper. Will their dream job become a reality?  

   

mailto:jadptoinfo@gmail.com


 

 



SCHOOL COUNSELING NEWS 
 

Southington High School Parent Orientation – High School 101  
  
Any parents/guardians who were unable to attend the SHS Parent 
Orientation on November 20

th
, may visit the SHS website for the 

PowerPoint presentation reviewed that evening.  
  
Southington High School Course Selection  
Information regarding 9

th
 grade course selection for SHS will be 

forthcoming this month.  Academic teachers will make level 
recommendations for 9th grade courses.  Parents and students will have 
an opportunity to review level recommendations and also select elective 
courses.  
For more details on courses offered and levels, please refer to the Southington High 
School Program of Studies which is posted on the SHS website  
https://www.southingtonschools.org/schools/high-school/southington-high  
  
  
 Wilcox and Goodwin  
Applications to both schools are past due.  Please contact Ms. Steinnagel with any questions.  
   
 HC Wilcox Technical High School   

Additional information can be found at www.cttech.org/wilcox or contact the Wilcox 
school counseling office at (203) 238-6260.  
  
EC Goodwin Technical High School     
Additional information can be found at www.cttech.org/goodwin or contact the Goodwin 
school counseling office at (860) 827-7736.  

  
   
 Private and Parochial Schools  
 Any 8

th
 grade student applying to private or parochial high schools should 

 see Ms. Steinnagel for information required for the application process.  
  
   
Grade 8 Career Day  
The school counseling department is organizing a Career Day for 8

th
 grade students 

to be held on Friday, March 6, 2020.  Please call the school counseling office if you 
are interested in presenting on Career Day at 860-628-3260 ext 7.  We offer half 
day and full day opportunities along with a light breakfast and lunch.    
  

  
**For additional information regarding the School Counseling department 

please access our 
web page at www.southingtonschools.org and click “SCHOOLS” and 

then DePaolo Middle School.  
 

https://www.southingtonschools.org/schools/high-school/southington-high
http://www.cttech.org/wilcox
http://www.cttech.org/goodwin
http://www.southingtonschools.org/



