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Team Update 
The team is excited to announce our end of the year field trip. This year, the Gold Team is going 

to travel to Hartford on May 31st. The students will have a guided tour of the State Capitol and 

Legislative Offices.   They will also visit the Connecticut Old State House, where they will 

participate in a hands-on Revolutionary War class, tour the museum’s exhibits, and complete an 

educational scavenger hunt.  More information will be sent out soon. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Classroom Updates 

Math 
In math we are working on our Ratio and Proportions Unit. This includes investigating “What is 

the better buy?” The students will review dividing fractions and equivalent fractions. They will 

also review the difference between a ratio and a rate.  Students will then find unit rates – even 

with fractions! They will  investigate proportionality in tables, graphs, and equations. Our next 

unit will be on finding percent.  Please make sure your child is prepared for class with pencils, 

correcting utensils, and paper. This will ensure each student's success in class. Thank you! 

Advanced Math 
In advanced math we are beginning our next unit of study.  This is an 8th grade unit of study 

called Functions. We will review proportional and non-proportional relationships, discuss the 

word slope and how to find slope on a graph, table, in an equation, and from two points. We will 

also compare functions in this unit. Please make sure your child is prepared for class with 

pencils, correcting utensils, and paper. This will ensure each student's success in class. Thank 

you! 

Language Arts 
In Language Arts, students are in the middle of a social issues book club unit.  Students have 

finished their first novel and started a second novel. (Some students have read even more 

books!)  In class, students have been analyzing the effects of setting, power, stereotypes, social 

issues on their stories and characters.  Students have been having small group discussions, 

participating in whole class mini-lessons, and working together in centers to study these 

concepts in depth.  Please ask your student about which books they have been reading and their 

thoughts so far.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Science 
In science students are studying ecosystems.  Our first focus is to investigate patterns of 

interactions between people and animals by discussing a familiar local environment and a 

specific ecosystem, Yellowstone National Park.  Students will become familiar with the 

elimination and reintroduction of wolves which will provide a story of environmental 

disruption.  Along our investigation, students explore feeding relationships using food webs, 

study ecological interactions, and changes in populations over time due to living and nonliving 

parts of the environment.  Science practices such as constructing explanations, developing 

models, and analyzing and interpreting data will continue to be used throughout this unit.  

Social Studies 

 

We have learned about the new role of the President in the United States Government. We 

began by studying George Washington and the precedents that he set, the birth of political 

parties and the Presidency of John Adams.  We will move into the Presidency of Thomas 

Jefferson and its significance. We will also be learning how Jefferson and Madison dealt with 

the exploration of the Louisiana Territory, how Jefferson responded to threats to the security of 

the nation and the effects of the War of 1812. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Spanish 
The students just completed our unit of study on the homes and family traditions to Puerto 

Rico. The students ended the unit with an integrated performance assessment referred to as an 

IPA. The students practiced their interpersonal speaking skills and writing skills regarding chores 

and activities in their homes. Now the students are beginning their journey studying clothing 

and shopping through the exploration of Guatemala’s transcultrized living of modern and 

traditional practices.  

French 
Students have learned to identify and describe the classes they have, and can express their 

feelings on different school subjects. They can also tell the times of their classes, in French, 

using the 24-hour clock. Students interpreted authentic texts and videos to learn about the 

education system in France, Canada, and other French-speaking locations. To wrap up our 

school unit, students designed their “ideal” middle school, complete with information about its 

schedule, lunch menu, required supplies, teachers, and more. 
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