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June 8, 2021 
 
Dear Student, 
 
Welcome to Senior AP English: Language & Composition.  You have chosen to challenge yourself with a course 
designed to further develop your analytical skills in anticipation for the annual AP English: Language & Composition 
exam.  The course focuses on non-fiction writing, especially speeches and essays.  The upcoming year should be a 
demanding, yet rewarding, one. 
 
As per department policy, the AP English: Language & Composition course has a summer reading requirement.  Because 
this course requires a very different style of assessment than many of the other courses, this assignment was not printed 
with the other summer reading assignments.  This letter will serve as your official notice of your summer reading 
assignment. 
 
You are required to read two texts prior to the start of the school year.  The first is the “AP Language Summer Packet, 
which can be found on Mr. Lindblom’s website.  Simply click on the “AP English: Language and Composition” tab and 
you will find the file.  If you are unable to access this packet, please contact us and we will arrange for you to receive a 
copy.  Additionally, while we encourage you to print a copy of this packet for the purpose of reading and annotating, you 
are not obligated to do so. 
 
The second text is Nickel and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich.  This is an engaging book which provides our first example 
of non-fiction writing.  This book will also be the primary text of study to begin the school year.  Be sure to have a copy 
available when classes begin. A PDF version of the text will be available on Mr. Lindblom’s website. 
 
Beyond reading these texts, you must complete certain written and non-written tasks before the beginning of the school 
year.  Firstly, you should respond to the questions on the “Guidelines for Reading an Essay” sheet of the packet, using 
Nickel and Dimed as your source material.  You are strongly encouraged to type your responses, though it is not required 
(you may single-space these responses but should otherwise follow MLA format).  Secondly, you should complete a 
“Says/Does” analysis for each of the three major sections of the book.  The packet will explain the process for completing 
a “Says/Does” analysis.  You are again encouraged to type these responses, though it is still not required (and, again, you 
may single-space these responses but must otherwise follow MLA format).  Your “Says/Does” analyses should approach 
each section of the book globally; in other words, do not break down each paragraph—instead, break down each section 
as a whole and address the work in broader terms than the packet describes.  Finally, you should familiarize yourself with 
the terminology contained in the reading packet; you will be assessed on those terms within the first two weeks of class. 
 
The “Says/Does” will be due on the second day of class.  The responses to the “Guidelines for Reading an Essay” 
questions will be used in-class as source material for class discussion.  We will not accept any late submissions. 
 
Good luck with your assignments.  Should you have any questions, we can be reached via e-mail at 
elindblom@southingtonschools.org and eluddy@southingtonschools.org.  We look forward to seeing you in class next 
year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Lindblom & Ms. Luddy 
 


