
Poetry can be challenging for students to analyze and interpret. Throughout the year, we will work
with poetry often. This assessment will give me valuable insight into your abilities, so I can help you
become a more adept reader of poetry. You are to read each of the following poems. Then, choose
two and complete the tasks that follow. Your responses will be assessed according to the AP
Summer Reading Rubric posted on the website.

Poem 1-

Bond and Free
Robert Frost

Love has earth to which she clings
With hills and circling arms about—
Wall within wall to shut fear out.
But Thought has need of no such things,
For Thought has a pair of dauntless wings.

On snow and sand and turf, I see
Where Love has left a printed trace
With straining in the world’s embrace.
And such is Love and glad to be.
But Thought has shaken his ankles free.

Thought cleaves the interstellar gloom
And sits in Sirius’ disc all night,
Till day makes him retrace his flight,
With smell of burning on every plume,
Back past the sun to an earthly room.

His gains in heaven are what they are.
Yet some say Love by being thrall
And simply staying possesses all
In several beauty that Thought fares far
To find fused in another star.



Poem 2:

Any Human to Another
Countee Cullen

The ills I sorrow at
Not me alone
Like an arrow,
Pierce to the marrow,
Through the fat 5
And past the bone.

Your grief and mine
Must intertwine
Like sea and river,
Be fused and mingle, 10
Diverse yet single,
Forever and forever.

Let no man be so proud
And confident,
To think he is allowed 15
A little tent
Pitched in a meadow
Of sun and shadow
All his little own.

Joy may be shy, unique,
Friendly to a few, 20
Sorrow may be scorned to speak
To any who
Were false or true.
Your every grief
Like a blade 25
Shining and unsheathed

Must strike me down.
Of bitter aloes wreathed,
My sorrow must be laid
On your head like a crown.



Poem 3-

I Am in Need of Music
Elizabeth Bishop

I am in need of music that would flow
Over my fretful, feeling fingertips,
Over my bitter-tainted, trembling lips,
With melody, deep, clear, and liquid-slow.
Oh, for the healing swaying, old and low, 5
Of some song sung to rest the tired dead,
A song to fall like water on my head,
And over quivering limbs, dream flushed to glow!
There is a magic made by melody:
A spell of rest, and quiet breath, and cool 10
Heart, that sinks through fading colors deep
To the subaqueous stillness of the sea,
And floats forever in a moon-green pool,
Held in the arms of rhythm and of sleep.

Title of choice 1:

1. Summarize the poem. What is the poem literally about?

2. Create a list of words from the poem that contribute to the meaning. In a few sentences,
explain the connection among the words and how those words contribute to the meaning
of the poem.

Words:

Meaning:



3. Figurative Language-Pick an example of figurative language (simile, metaphor, imagery,
personification) and explain how it contributes to the meaning of the poem.

Line:

Device:

Explanation:

4. Pick one line from the poem that you think is the most crucial to understanding it and
defend your choice.

Line:

Explanation:

Title of choice 2:

1. Summarize the poem. What is the poem literally about?

2. Create a list of words from the poem that contribute to the meaning. In a few sentences,
explain the connection among the words and how those words contribute to the meaning
of the poem.

Words:

Meaning:

3. Figurative Language-Pick an example of figurative language (simile, metaphor, imagery,
personification) and explain how it contributes the meaning of the poem.

Line:

Device:

Explanation:



4. Pick one line from the poem that you think is the most crucial to understanding it and
defend your choice.

Line:

Explanation:


