
 

     September, 2020     Dates of Interest                                                                                 

September 

 

 

18—Rosh Hashanah 

Begins at sundown 

 

22-Early Dismissal—

1:30    Professional 

Development Day 

 

27—Yom Kippur 

 begins at sundown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Marilyn Kahl, Principal 

Office Telephone:  860.628.3310 

 Fax:  860.628.3335 

Information to Save School Hours:  8:55–3:25    

Planned Shortened Days:   8:55– 1:30    Southington Public Schools will have an 

early release once a month for professional development. We also have shortened 

days on parent/teacher conferences.  The shortened days for elementary schools 

are:   Sept. 22, Oct. 20, Nov. 18,  Dec. 1, 2  & 23, Jan. 26, Feb. 12,  March 2, 15  & 

16,  April 27,  May 18 and the last day of school  

Emergency Early Dismissal Due to Weather Conditions:   8:55-12:30 

    The first bell rings at 8:40 a.m.  Students may enter the building at this 

time.  Students should not arrive on the school grounds much before then.     

Teachers are not on duty and the children are unsupervised.  All students must 

be in class at 8:55 a.m. to avoid being marked tardy.  Please remember to 

use our drop off lane on the school playground.  

Lunch Times:    Kindergarten 10:45   1st grade  11:15    2nd grade: 11:55 

Third Grade:  12:25  Fourth Grade:  1:05   Fifth Grade:  1:35     

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome back to our returning families and a warm  welcome to the newest 
members of our Kelley Community!  I hope you all had a wonderful summer 
and are looking forward to a great school year.  This Kelley Express will be 
sent home monthly and provides information about upcoming events, school 
programs, PTO reminders, and general updates.   
 
Please contact me at any time throughout the year via email at 
mkahl@southingtonschools.org or by phone at 860-628-3310.  I look forward 
to a wonderful year! 
Regards, 
Marilyn Kahl 

Thank you to the P.T.O. for the welcome back luncheon from     

Southington Coffee House for the Kelley staff.  The food was delicious and      

enjoyed by all!  Your  thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.   
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Please welcome our new staff at Kelley School: 

 

    Beth Merkle, Grade 3 Teacher 

    Gillian Testa, Grade 4 Teacher 

 Kaitlyn Cantafi—Guidance Counselor 

Jessica Nyerick —ABA Therapist 

Jillian Glenn—Paraeducator 

Leah Theriault—Literacy & Math Tutor 

 
     

 

 

CHANGE IN AFTERNOON DISMISSAL PLANS? 
 
 If there is a change in your child’s dismissal plan, please email or send in a note 
to his/her classroom teacher or Mrs. Arduini detailing the change.  If your child 
usually rides a bus home, we will put your child on the bus unless we have a note from 
you stating otherwise.  It is important to have written documentation of any change in 
regular dismissal procedures for all children.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

If you are picking your child up early for any reason please do the following: 
 
 1.  Send a note in with your child’s teacher detailing that; or 
 2.  Send an email to your child’s teacher and please “cc” Mrs. Arduini on the 
email.  Her email is carduini@southingtonschools.org 
 3.  When you arrive at school, please buzz at the front door and show your  
driver’s license.  Mrs. Arduini will bring your child outside. 



 

Bullying Policy 
  

Bullying behavior by any student in the Southington Public Schools is strictly prohibited, and such con-

duct may result in disciplinary action, including suspension and/or expulsion from school.   
  

Bullying means the repeated use by one or more students of a written, verbal, or electron-
ic communication directed at or referring to another student that makes fun of, threatens, 

physically harms, or embarrasses another student. 
  
These may be communicative acts or physical acts.  Students and parents may file verbal or written complaints 

concerning suspected bullying behavior, and students shall be permitted to anonymously report acts of bullying to 

teachers and school administrators.  Any report of suspected bullying behavior will be promptly reviewed.  If acts 

of bullying are verified, prompt disciplinary action may be taken against the perpetrator, consistent with his/her 

rights of due process.  Board policy and regulation #5130 sets forth this prohibition and the related procedures in 

detail, and are available on the district website.  The Southington Board of Education’s continued effort to provide 

a safe environment for all now includes an anonymous safety tip-line.  The phone number to reach the safety tip 

line is  860-637-2006. 

Save the Date: 
Student Picture Day is  October 8 & 9 
 
More details to follow….  
 



    

Bus Reminders 
New Britain Transportation would like to 

offer the following reminders to parents of 
children who ride a bus to and from school: 
 
1. House numbers should be clearly visible 

on mail boxes or posted road side (3” or 
larger). 

2. An adult needs to be present to meet a 
kindergarten child only.  If no adult is 
there to meet the child, the child will be 
returned to the school. 

3. Parents are encouraged to escort their 
child to the bus stop in the morning and 
meet them there in the afternoon. 

4. Students need to be at the bus stop 5-10 
minutes prior to assigned time.  Students 
should not be waiting inside a house or 
car. 

 
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
  

PTO Meeting 
The first PTO Meeting was held via zoom meeting on  
Wednesday, September 16.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact this year’s PTO 
board members: 
 

President:  Jeff Nattrass 
   jeffnattrass@gmail.com 
     
Co-Vice Presidents: Will Gorske 
                                     jobany62@yahoo.com 
    
              Amanda Butkiewicz 

Mandy1685@yahoo.com 
  
 Secretary:              Rochelle Hogan 

rochmolina@gmail.com 
 
 Treasurer:  Kyle Fickel 

kylefickel@gmail.com 
 

Bus Students 
 Only children who are eligible bus riders may ride their assigned bus to and from 

school.  Students are not allowed to ride a different bus other than their assigned bus 

for any reason. 
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          Student Absences 
When your child is going to be absent from school due to an illness, going 
away or if he/she will be arriving late due to a doctor’s appointment, please 
be sure to call or leave a message for the school nurse at (860) 628-3356 or 
the main office at (860) 628-3310.  

Thank You! 

Sending Information Home 

It is our policy to send home information with the 

youngest child in the family.  Please be sure to 

check your child’s backpack each and every day. 

   

Asset Building 
This year we will continue with our Developmental 

Assets program at Kelley School.  You are probably 
thinking, “What are assets?”  They are 40 different 
things that kids need to have a good life and do well 
in school.  Some examples of assets are:  having adult 
role models, being safe and school engagement. 
 
This year, we are creating different ways to teach kids 
about assets.  We will have an Asset Building Club 
for kids.    
       

ABC (Asset Building Classroom Committee) 
 

Be on the lookout for more information about how we 
taking STEPS to build our students assets! 

Calling All Parents 

Just a note regarding interruptions during 

the school day that are not emergencies.  Our 

office is not equipped to deliver personal mes-

sages to students during the school day.  In 

addition, it is disruptive to the classroom 

learning environment.  Also, students will not 

be calling home for forgotten assignments or 

instruments.  



COVID Reminders from your School Nurse 
 

Masks: Please make sure all students have properly fitted masks that cover their nose and mouth. When nos-
es are exposed, students are not protected. 

 
Classroom supplies: all students are encouraged to have their own personal chap stick, lotions, and hand san-

itizers in class since they are no longer allowed to come to the nurse for these items to limit exposure. 
 
Water: Please send in enough water for students to last all day. Tap water in a thermos and bottles of water 

are all acceptable. Water fountains are shut down and students do not have a way to refill water bottles 
without risk of contamination. 

 
6 ft distancing: Students are spaced 6 ft while indoors and during outdoor recess. Please continue to remind 

your children to keep a distance and no physical touching is allowed. 
 
Handwashing: There are multiple hand sanitizing stations located throughout the school, please remind your 

children to use them frequently especially before eating. 
 

When to keep your child home from school: 
 
If they are not feeling well 
 
If they have a temperature of 100.0 degrees or greater (prior to any Tylenol or Motrin) 
 
If they are experiencing any signs of illness: new cough, fever, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, loss 

of taste/smell, chills, sore throat, runny nose, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, congestion, headache, fatigue or 
muscle or body aches. 

 
If your child had close contact (within 6 ft for at least 15 minutes) to a person diagnosed with COVID-19 
 
If someone in your household is waiting for results of a test for COVID-19 

 
 
 
District Wide Dismissal Policy: 

 
 
All students who are dismissed from school for illness or voluntarily stay home due to illness will require a 

doctor’s note to return to school per district requirements. Please call your doctor to explain your symp-
toms and they will determine if your child will need to be seen in the office or COVID tested.  

 
Doctor’s notes must include: Students name, medical diagnosis, and clearance date to return to school. 
 
Please contact me by phone or email prior to the student’s return to confirm I received the doctor’s note 
. 
Refer to the SPS website (COVID information), From our Superintendent: Learning Plan for students and 

families dated 8/12/2020 for more details on our new district health protocols.  
 
 https://www.southingtonschools.org/uploaded/District_Information/COVID19/

SPS_Learning_Plan_for_Students_and_Families_Iteration_2.0.pdf 
 

Feel free to contact me with any questions. 
Amie Miron, RN BSN 

Phone: (860) 628-3356 or amiron@southingtonschools.org 
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