
CURRICULUM AT A GLANCE

Grade 7 English Language Arts:  Overview

Reading CCSS

Unit 1: Investigating Characterization:
Author Study Book Clubs

RL 7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

RL 7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the text; provide
an objective summary of the text.

RL 7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama
interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot)

RL 7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other
repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or
stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

RL 7.5 Analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure
(e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning

RL 7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the
points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:

RL 7.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the
grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding
as needed at the high end of the range.

Unit 2: Essential Research Skills for
Teens

RI 7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

RI 7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and
analyze their development over the course of the text;
provide an objective summary of the text.



RI 7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events,
and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events)

RI 7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word
choice on meaning and tone.

RI 7.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a
text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her
position from that of others.

RI 7.7 Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or
multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium's
portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech
affects the impact of the words).

RI 7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims
in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims

RI 7.9 Analyze how two or more authors writing about the
same topic shape their presentations of key information by
emphasizing different evidence or advancing different
interpretations of facts.

RI 7.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Unit 3: Historical Fiction and Nonfiction
Book Clubs

RL 7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

RL 7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the text; provide
an objective summary of the text.

RL 7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama
interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot)

RL 7.5 Analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure
(e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning

RL 7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the
points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:



RL 7.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the
grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding
as needed at the high end of the range.

Unit 4: How to Eat a Poem: Analyzing
Craft and Structure

RL 7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

RL 7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the text; provide
an objective summary of the text.

RL 7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other
repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or
stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

RL 7.5 Analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure
(e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning

RL 7.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the
grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding
as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing CCSS

Unit 1: Realistic Fiction: Symbolism,
Syntax, and Truth

W. 7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

L. 7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

Unit 2: The Art of Argument:
Research-Based Essays

W. 7.1 Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, relevant
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.



W. 7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

L. 7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

Unit 3: Writing About Reading:From
Reader’s Notebooks to Companion Books

W. 7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through
the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant
content.

W. 7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

L. 7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

Unit 4: Poetry Writing: Immersion and
Innovation W. 7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the

development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

L. 7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.


