
 

Important Dates & 
Events 

Jan 10  PTO Meeting 7pm 

Jan 15 No School—Martin Lu-
ther King Day 

Jan 16 Winter Instrumental 
Concert 6:30pm 

Jan 19  School Store 

Jan 23  Early Dismissal        
Professional Development 

Jan 29  Kindergarten Parent 
Info Session JFK 630p (snow 
date Jan 31) 

Feb 2 Strong Drama Club Per-
formance 7pm JFK 

Feb 3 Strong Drama Club Per-
formance 7pm JFK 

 

Strong Elementary School 

January 2018 

 

STEPS Asset of the 
Month 

 

January:  Planning &      
Decision Making 

Young person knows how to 
plan ahead and make 
choices.  Set short-term & 
long-term goals. 
 

 

 

 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten - 

Aingeal Freberg 

 

Grade 1 - 

Matthew Zak 

 

Grade 2 - 

Jacob Coyotecatl 

 

Grade 3 - 

Gabby Nunziante 

 

Grade 4 - 

Xavier Irazarry 

 

Grade 5 - 

Cailyn Kosce 

 

Blue Ticket Winners for January: 



 

Dear Strong School Families,  

 

Happy New Year!   

 

It is my hope that 2018 will bring us more opportunities to learn and grow not only as indi-
viduals but as a school community as well.    

 

Important Reminders: 

 

The safety of our students continues to be our number one priority.  All parents and visi-
tors must sign in at the office and receive a visitor’s pass before entering any section of 
the building.  Only the front entrance of the building may be used for entry.  This entrance 
will be monitored by a video camera and is opened once you have identified yourself.  It is 
critical to the safety of our students that parents and visitors of the school do not open 
the door or let others in when they are leaving the building.   We will continue to have 
monthly fire drills and code lock drills to ensure students understand our safety proce-
dures.  

 

Please do not park in the horseshoe driveways or in any fire lanes marked with yellow paint 
at any time as these areas are reserved for emergency vehicles and buses.  Please park in 
the front parking lot or along the right side of the driveway coming into the school lot.   If 
you are dropping off or picking up your child, please continue to follow arrival and dismissal 
procedures.  Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 

 

During the winter months, we will have outdoor recess as often as the weather permits.  
When recess is held outside, all students will be required to go outside.  Therefore, please 
be sure that your child is dressed appropriately for the cold weather.  On extremely cold 
days Mrs. Dufresne, our school nurse, and I monitor the temperature and wind chill 
throughout the morning.  The wind chill or “feels like” temperature must be at least 28 de-
grees for recess to be held outside.  That determination is made prior to the first recess, 
which begins at 12:00 p.m.  We will continue to monitor the temperature through the sec-
ond and third lunch/recess waves as changes up or down can occur. 

 

Our goal is to have the children outside for recess as much as possible, but their health 
and wellbeing is always our top priority.  

 

On behalf of the entire staff, I would like to extend best wishes to all of you for a 
healthy, happy, and wonderful New Year!  

 

Sincerely,  

Melissa Barbuto 

Principal 



 

 

Tuesday January 16 Winter Instrumental Concert: 

 

  ALL 4th and 5th grade instrumental students participate 

  Dress Code: Band/Orchestra T-Shirts and Black/Navy Blue pants (optional skirts for girls) 

              **Please note date change from January 9 to January 16 

 

SILVER STAR  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been accepted into the 2018 Silver Star Band 
and Orchestra! 
 

Ryan Burns 

Adrian Cieslak 

Madalyn Cogswell 

Katherine Cowen 

Katelyn DellaVecchia 

Lucas Evans 

Ethan Flood 

Cailyn Kocse 

Morgan Kocse 

Emma Lasek 

Leighann Melanson 

Caelin Murphy 

Aiden Nielsen 

Ella Perillo 

Eleine Rodriguez 

Ellen Serenson 

 
Sincerely,  

Mary Jane Sullivan & Courtney Dalke 

Silver Star Directors 

MUSIC NOTES 



News from the  

Postal Service 
 

The WEE Deliver Postal Service will be underway starting January 25th. 

Please write to your child and encourage him/her to write to their friends and teachers, 
too. 

Letters from parents can be mailed in the large mailbox in the lobby.  Please use your 
child’s classroom address (please see next page) and don’t forget your return address and a 
“stamp” (sticker). 

Children love to get mail, especially from their parents! 

 

The following third graders are our 2018 Postal 
Workers: 

 

From Mrs. Parlato’s class: 

Taylor Clynes 

Ricky Silva  

Grace Boros 

Julian Miller 

 

From Mrs. Gowdy’s class 

Erin Flood 

Cole Hinckley 

Mason McClain 

Polina Wills 

 

From Mrs. Carey’s class  

Cecilia Laviolette 

Logan Sullivan 

Isabella DiFronzo 

Emma O’Neill Simpson 

 

These Postal Workers will take turns gathering, sorting and deliv-
ering letters throughout the school on Thursday mornings. 

 
Happy Writing! 



Classroom Teachers 
 
Pre-K       Third Grade 

 

Mrs. Kulesa-Bordonaro    Mrs. Gowdy 

6 Can Do Corner     7 Garden Way 

Dolphindale, ST 82002    Dolphindale, ST 82002 

 

Kindergarten      Mrs. Carey 

       8 respect Road 

Mrs. Lennon      Dolphindale, ST 82002 

3 Dr. Seuss Street  

Dolphindale, ST 82002    Mrs. Parlato 

       9 Dolphin Lane 

Mrs. Kowalchuk     Dolphindale, ST 82002 

5 M & M Lane       

Dolphindale, ST 82002    Fourth Grade 

 

First Grade      Mrs. Olson 

       11 Avengers’ Avenue 

Mrs. Oshana      Dolphindale, ST 82002 

16 Mickey Mouse Lane    

Watertown, St 82003    Mrs. Przybylski 

       12 Seaside Dr 

Ms. Kolpak      Dolphindale, ST 82002 

21 Caring Court 

Watertown, ST 82003    Ms. Irazabal 

       10 Wisdom Way 

Second Grade     Dolphindale, ST 82002 

 

Ms. Petro      Fifth Grade 

19 Lily Pad Lane  

Watertown, CT 82003    Mrs. Butler 

       23 Bow Wow Boulevard 

Mrs. Henlin      Deep Seaville, ST 82004 

17 Sunshine Valley  

Watertown, ST 82003    Ms. Bacchus 

       24 Mermaid Way 

       Deep Seaville, ST 82004  



 

 
 
 
 
When Your Child Is Ill 

 
The school nurse will ask parents/legal guardians to pick up a student who becomes ill during school hours 
or who has an illness or injury that, in the professional judgment of the school nurse, needs to be ob-
served at home or assessed by a medical doctor.   
 
Examples may include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Elevated temperature of 100 degrees F. and above 
 Seizure, head injury, severe headache, blurred vision or dizziness  

 Severe asthmatic episode or respiratory difficulty 
 Chest pain or pressure 

 Generalized allergic reaction 
 Weeping or unusual rash 

 Vomiting or diarrhea 
 Communicable illness 

 Injury requiring sutures 
 Fracture 

 Soft tissue injury 
 Dental injury 

 
9-1-1 will be called in an emergency for immediate transportation to the hospital. 

 
Staying Home From School 

 
To safeguard the health of all students, we ask parents/legal guardians to monitor their children for pos-
sible communicable diseases.          
 
Students should stay home from school if they: 
 

 Have an elevated temperature of 100 degrees F. and above 
 Have an undiagnosed rash 

 Have recurrent vomiting in the past 24 hours 
 Have more than one episode of diarrhea 

 Have large amounts of yellow/green mucus discharge from nose 
 Have a severe sore throat (possible strep throat) 

 Have conjunctivitis (pink eye) with discharge 
 Have an active infestation of head lice (until treated) 

 Have a communicable illness 
 
Students should remain home:         

 For at least 24 hours after an elevated temperature returns to normal without anti-
inflammatory medication 

 For at least 24 hours after their first dose of antibiotic medication 
 For severe earache, with or without fever 

 For at least 24 hours after recurrent vomiting/diarrhea has ended 
 Until treatment for conjunctivitis is initiated 
 Until they are adequately treated for head lice, scabies or other infestation or communicable 
disease, and assessed by the school nurse 
 Until chickenpox/shingles vesicles or any rash with drainage has dried and completely scabbed 
over 



Is your child sick or not 
going to be in school?? 

 

Please be sure to call the 
school nurse or the main 
office at 860-628-3314 in 
the morning to report their 
absence.   

 

BE IN THE KNOW!! 
Visit www.southingtonschools.org weekly for postings of new community 
events.  Be sure to check weekly to be up to date with local community 
events!!  
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Fun to Know 

Crunchy Carrot Craziness! 

     Medicine First 

Carrots were first cultivated 

for their medicinal qualities, 

before they became a common 

vegetable 

Tasty Tidbit: 
It’s a myth that carrot greens are poisonous! 

They can be eaten cooked, or used raw in a 

salad. They make an excellent pesto in place of 

basil leaves as well! 

 

This month our School food Service program will 

feature local Carrots.  Staff will be serving some 

fresh, local, Carrots during the month of 

JANUARY.  BAKED CARROTS ARE ON THE 

LUNCH MENU JANUARY 12, 2018 

 In this newsletter you will find a fun recipe you 

can whip up at home with some local Carrots of 

your own! 

 

  
 

 

 
 

This month Southington 

Schools 

Are celebrating local with: 

Carrots 

January  
Local Tray Day  

JANUARY 

 



   

  
    
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

                                                                                                                                
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

   COME AND FIND   

  THE LUCKY TRAY       

 AND WIN A PRIZE! 

                                                                                                                                                         

EVERY 

WEDNESDAY 

LEAVE YOUR 

LUNCHBOX AT 

HOME AND JOIN US 

FOR A HOT SCHOOL 

MEAL 



 

 

 

Welcome to 2018!!  The PTO would like to thank all the parents and teachers for 
their continued support.  Wishing everyone a healthy and happy New Year! 
  

Below are some important items for the next month or two. 

  

Honk Jr – The Strong Elementary School Drama Club will be performing next month at John F. Kennedy Middle School. 
Come support this wonderful production! 

 Friday, February 2, 2018, 7pm 

 Saturday, February 3, 2018 7 pm 

Tickets - $5 per person, ticket sales info coming soon. 
  
Karate Program – The Karate Club will begin Wednesday, 1/10. If your child has signed up, please be sure that you send 
in a weekly note reminding the teacher that they will be staying after.  Pick-up will take place at 4:15pm.  Students will 
be dismissed through the cafeteria doors, by grade, starting with Kindergarten.  No one will be allowed in the school 
and we ask that you wait outside. If you have any questions, please reach out to Danielle Gorski Gor-
ski.danielle@yahoo.com. 

  

Ski Club – The Ski Club has begun (1/5) however the first session was postponed due to the chilling tempera-
tures.  Looking forward to seeing everyone this Friday at the mountain.  Thank you to Carrie McDougall for all her work 
in continuing to organize this club year after year. If you have any questions regarding the club, please reach out to her 
cmcdougall@southingtonschools.org. 

  

Box Tops – All Box Tops are due no later than 2/16.  This will be our second contest of the school year and the class-
room with the most will receive $50. Please be sure to send in box tops in a zip lock bag or envelope labeled with the 
name of the teacher and student. Thank you to Carrie Brunalli for organizing! 

  

Publishing Services – At the Publishing Center, students’ stories are “published” into books. The children are so excited 
when they become published authors. But we can’t do it without your help. Are you available Tuesday or Thursday morn-
ings? If you are interested in helping students pick out their covers and bind their books, contact Carrie Brunalli at 
carriebrunalli@gmail.com. 

  

PTO Meetings – Please mark your calendars for this year’s remaining PTO meetings: 1/10, 2/7, 3/14, 4/18, 5/9. All 
meetings are held at 7pm in the Library, babysitting is available for 3 year old’s and up. 

  

School Store – Please note, this month the school store will only be open on 1/19. 

  

Little Shoppers – A HUGE thank you to Kelly Flood and Amy Cogswell, along with all the volunteers, that made this 
year’s Little Shopper such a wonderful event especially for all of the gift recipients! 

  

If you have any questions about what the PTO does or how you can get involved, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
Lauren Marino, Strong School PTO President lmarino.strongpto@gmail.com. We are always looking for volunteers and 
feedback. 
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